Farmer’s donation saves 216 acres from
development near Ann Arbor
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Jacob Haas (center) and Legacy Land Conservancy's Susan LaCroix (left) and Diana Kern (right)
celebrate a conservation easement Haas donated to protect 216 acres of farmland, woods, and
wetlands on Scio Church Road in Lima Township.Provided by Legacy Land Conservancy

By Jennifer Eberbach | jeberbach@mlive.com

LIMA TWP., Ml — An Ann Arbor area farmer’s generosity has saved hundreds of acres of
farmland, woods, and rolling hills from future development.

Farmer Jacob Haas has donated a conservation easement for Legacy Land Conservancy to
permanently protect about 216 acres of land he owns on the north side of Scio Church Road west
of Parker Road in Lima Township.
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“I’ve spent many years caring for this land, and I want it to remain as it is for future
generations,” Haas said in a statement.

“Protecting it ensures that the farm’s legacy—and my love of farming—will continue to thrive
long after I’'m gone," he said.

The permanent deed restriction ensures the land will never be developed, while remaining in
private ownership.

Haas could have asked for compensation, as many farmers do.
“The value of the easement was donated,” Susan LaCroix, Legacy’s land protection director said.
“There are other costs to do a conservation easement, such as due diligence and closing costs, but

we didn’t have to compensate the landowner for the cost of development rights.”

LaCroix declined to share the value of the conservation easement or other details of the private
transaction.

She said conservation easement donations to Legacy happen about once a year.
“As everyone knows, farmers are struggling, and not everyone is able to do that,” she said.

MORE: Farmers prevent sprawl, protect these properties from development around Ann Arbor
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A scenic view shows the Haas family farm on Scio Church Road in Lima Township, which has
been protected from development with the conservation easement.Provided by Legacy Land
Conservancy/Kate Young

Legacy officials say the area is facing substantial development pressures. The Haas family farm
joins other protected lands near where Lima, Scio, Freedom, and Lodi townships meet west of
Ann Arbor.

“Together, this green corridor provides wildlife with the space they need to roam and thrive,
connecting forest habitats, wetlands, and upland areas that serve as safe places for a diverse array
of species—from amphibians to aquatic invertebrates," Legacy officials said in a release. “In a
world where habitats are rapidly disappearing, this kind of connection is more important than
ever.”

Maintaining the natural state of the woods and wetlands on the Haas property will also help
protect water quality and flow, they said. The farm is in the Mill Creek watershed, which is part
of the Huron River watershed.

The farmland also contains prime soil for food production.

“This conservation easement reflects our commitment to preserving the natural beauty and
cherished working lands of Washtenaw County,” Diana Kern, Legacy’s executive director, said
in a statement. “By protecting it, we’re safeguarding valuable ecosystems and supporting local
farmers.”

Want more Ann Arbor-area news? Bookmark the local Ann Arbor news page or sign up for the
free “3@3 Ann Arbor ” daily newsletter.
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