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Legacy Land Conservancy Earns National Recognition 

Strong Commitment to Public Trust and Conservation Excellence 

[ANN ARBOR, MI, August 27, 2020 –] One thing that unites us as a nation is land: Americans strongly 

support saving the open spaces they love. Since 1971, Legacy Land Conservancy, has been doing just 

that for the people of Washtenaw and Jackson counties. Now Legacy Land Conservancy announced it 

has renewed its land trust accreditation for the second time– proving once again that, as part of a 

network of over 400 accredited land trusts across the nation, it is committed to professional excellence 

and to maintaining the public’s trust in its conservation work. 

“Renewing our accreditation shows Legacy Land Conservancy’s ongoing commitment to permanent land 

conservation in the greater Washtenaw and Jackson County area of Michigan” said Diana Kern, Legacy 

Land Conservancy Executive Director. “During these uncertain times as people seek respite and peace in 

nature, our community can count on Legacy.” 

Legacy Land Conservancy provided extensive documentation and was subject to a comprehensive third-

party evaluation prior to achieving this distinction. The Land Trust Accreditation Commission awarded 

renewed accreditation, signifying its confidence that Legacy Land Conservancy’s lands will be protected 

forever. Accredited land trusts now steward almost 20 million acres – the size of Denali, Yellowstone, 

Grand Canyon, Glacier, Everglades and Yosemite National Parks combined.  

Larry Doll, Legacy board president says, "Our Board of Trustees is committed to meeting the highest 

standards for land conservation. Accreditation by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission 

demonstrates that commitment, assuring land owners, donors, partners and the entire community that 

Legacy is a strong and effective organization." 

As Legacy Land Conservancy embarks on its 50th year of protecting, preserving, and stewarding land, it 

has protected more than 9,000 acres of land in southern Michigan, including seven public nature 

preserves. This renewed accreditation is a testament to the dedication of its staff and board, and 

assures the right pieces are in place to guarantee its work will endure forever.   

“It is exciting to recognize Legacy Land Conservancy’s continued commitment to national standards by 

renewing this national mark of distinction,” said Melissa Kalvestrand, executive director of the 

Commission. “Donors and partners can trust the more than 400 accredited land trusts across the 
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country are united behind strong standards and have demonstrated sound finances, ethical conduct, 

responsible governance, and lasting stewardship.”  

Legacy Land Conservancy is one of 1,363 land trusts across the United States according to the Land Trust 

Alliance’s most recent National Land Trust Census. A complete list of accredited land trusts and more 

information about the process and benefits can be found at www.landtrustaccreditation.org.  

 

About Legacy Land Conservancy 

Founded in 1971 as Michigan’s first local land trust, Legacy is a nonprofit conservation organization that 

protects land in southern Michigan. Legacy’s mission is to secure for current and future generations a 

land base for nature, agriculture, fresh water, and recreation in Jackson and Washtenaw counties and 

beyond. Legacy has helped to protect more than 9,000 acres of land (including seven nature preserves 

open for all to enjoy) that enhance our community’s quality of place by safeguarding water quality, 

conserving working farms, and protecting places to play. In a testament to almost 50 years of successful 

voluntary conservation, Legacy is accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission for adhering to 

a set of standards designed to ensure the organization’s work will endure forever. Legacy is based in Ann 

Arbor, Michigan. For more information, visit www.legacylandconservancy.org. 

About the Land Trust Accreditation Commission 

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission inspires excellence, promotes public trust and ensures 

permanence in the conservation of open lands by recognizing organizations that meet rigorous quality 

standards and strive for continuous improvement. The Commission, established in 2006 as an 

independent program of the Land Trust Alliance, is governed by a volunteer board of diverse land 

conservation and nonprofit management experts. For more, visit www.landtrustaccreditation.org. 

# # # 

 

http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/
http://www.legacylandconservancy.org/
http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/

