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REPORT OF INDEPENDENT CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

To the Board of Directors
Legacy Land Conservancy

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Legacy Land Conservancy (the "Conservancy"),
which comprise the statements of financial position as of June 30, 2019 and 2018, and the related statements
of activities, functional expenses and cash flows for the years then ended, and the related notes to the
financial statements.

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation
of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor's Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits.  We conducted
our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America.  Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audits to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the
financial statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the assessment of
the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those
risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the Conservancy's preparation and fair
presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Conservancy's
internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating the
appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made
by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
audit opinion.
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Opinion

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of the Legacy Land Conservancy as of June 30, 2019 and 2018 and the changes in its net assets and
its cash flows for the years then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America.

Emphasis of a Matter

As discussed in Note A to the financial statements, the Organization adopted Financial Accounting Standards
Board (FASB) Accounting Standards Update (ASU) No. 2016-14, Presentation of Financial Statements of
Not-for-Profit Entities for the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018.  Our opinion is not modified with respect
to this matter.

Report on Supplemental Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements as a whole.  The
supplemental information on page 26 is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required
part of the financial statements.  Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from
and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements.
The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements
and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements or to the financial
statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally
accepted in the United States of America.  In our opinion, the information is fairly stated in all material
respects in relation to the financial statements as a whole.  

Dennis, Gartland & Niergarth
December 11, 2019



Legacy Land Conservancy

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

For the Years Ended June 30, 

2019 2018
ASSETS

Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents (Note D) $ 126,886 $ 412,447
Pledges receivable (Note F) 291,996 208,400
Public Grants receivable (Note G) 10,670 7,278
Prepaid expenses 25,650 24,997
Other current assets 4,423 4,114

Total current assets 459,625 657,236

Fixed Assets, net (Note I) - 1,000

Land Under Protection 
Preserves - with donor restrictions (Note J) 4,597,418 4,222,418
Land held for resale (Note J) 260,000 260,000
Conservation easements (Note A) 85 80
Land options 1,500 3,500

Total land under protection 4,859,003 4,485,998

Other Assets
Pledges receivable, net, non-current (Note F) 7,000 70,050
Investments (Note E) 978,158 937,300
Restricted investments for endowments (Note E) 1,169,443 1,132,800

Total other assets 2,154,601 2,140,150

Total assets $ 7,473,229 $ 7,284,384

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES

Accounts payable $ 4,990 $ 5,477
Accrued expenses 36,121 45,756

Total liabilities 41,111 51,233

NET ASSETS
Without donor restrictions

Land held for resale 260,000 260,000
Board designated (Note N) 728,093 877,034

With donor restrictions
Subject to purpose and time restrictions (Note O) 677,079 740,819
Subject to restrictions in perpetuity (Note O) 5,766,946 5,355,298

Total net assets 7,432,118 7,233,151

Total liabilities and net assets $ 7,473,229 $ 7,284,384

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. -4-



Legacy Land Conservancy

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

For the Year Ended June 30, 2019

Net Assets
Without
Donor

Restrictions

Net Assets
With Donor
Restrictions Total

REVENUE AND SUPPORT
Contributions and pledges $ 401,707 $ 255,429 $ 657,136
Gifts of land or development rights 438,719 375,005 813,724
Public grants 205,139 - 205,139
Investment gains and losses 23,137 30,879 54,016
Interest and dividends 19,350 17,814 37,164
Miscellaneous 2,894 - 2,894
Net assets released due to satisfaction of program

restrictions 331,219 (331,219) -

Total revenue and support 1,422,165 347,908 1,770,073

EXPENSES
Program services 1,250,622 - 1,250,622
Management and general 259,439 - 259,439
Fundraising 61,045 - 61,045

Total expenses 1,571,106 - 1,571,106

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (148,941) 347,908 198,967

NET ASSETS, beginning of year 1,137,034 6,096,117 7,233,151

NET ASSETS, end of year $ 988,093 $ 6,444,025 $ 7,432,118

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. -5-



Legacy Land Conservancy

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

For the Year Ended June 30, 2018

Net Assets
Without
Donor

Restrictions

Net Assets
With Donor
Restrictions Total

REVENUE AND SUPPORT
Contributions and pledges $ 301,028 $ 252,615 $ 553,643
Gifts of land or development rights 46,166 1 46,167
Special events, net of expenses of $0 100 - 100
Public grants 204,581 - 204,581
Investment gains and losses 40,610 107,685 148,295
Interest and dividends 16,370 14,998 31,368
Miscellaneous 5,838 2,600 8,438
Net assets released due to satisfaction of program

restrictions 225,701 (225,701) -

Total revenue and support 840,394 152,198 992,592

EXPENSES
Program services 752,700 - 752,700
Management and general 155,138 - 155,138
Fundraising 122,476 - 122,476

Total expenses 1,030,314 - 1,030,314

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (189,920) 152,198 (37,722)

NET ASSETS, beginning of year as restated 1,326,954 5,943,919 7,270,873

NET ASSETS, end of year $ 1,137,034 $ 6,096,117 $ 7,233,151

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. -6-



Legacy Land Conservancy

STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

For the Year Ended June 30, 2019

Management
Program and
Services General Fundraising Total

Conservation easement valuation expense $ 438,719 $ - $ - $ 438,719
Purchase of land development rights 310,177 - - 310,177
Land project expense 39,346 - - 39,346
Maintenance 19,806 - - 19,806

Total land expenses 808,048 - - 808,048

Salaries 270,489 158,563 37,309 466,361
Payroll taxes and benefits 52,774 30,936 7,279 90,989
Consulting and contracted services 24,683 14,470 3,405 42,558

Travel 1,277 749 176 2,202
Audit expense 7,540 4,420 1,040 13,000
Bank charges 896 524 123 1,543
Fees and dues 6,749 3,957 931 11,637
Copying and printing 6,246 3,662 862 10,770

Insurance 8,144 4,774 1,123 14,041
Depreciation 580 340 80 1,000
Supplies and materials 6,535 3,830 901 11,266
Postage and mailing 2,739 1,605 378 4,722
Rent and occupancy 39,881 23,378 5,501 68,760

Software and IT 6,587 3,862 909 11,358
Miscellaneous 3,186 1,868 439 5,493
Telephone 2,575 1,509 355 4,439
Media 1,693 992 234 2,919

Total expenses $ 1,250,622 $ 259,439 $ 61,045 $ 1,571,106

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. -7-



Legacy Land Conservancy

STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

For the Year Ended June 30, 2018

Management
Program and
Services General Fundraising Total

Conservation easement valuation expense $ 46,166 $ - $ - $ 46,166
Purchase of land development rights 138,527 - - 138,527
Land project expense 27,754 - - 27,754
Maintenance 1,346 - - 1,346

Total land expenses 213,793 - - 213,793

Salaries 306,781 88,316 69,723 464,820
Payroll taxes and benefits 83,303 23,981 18,932 126,216
Consulting and contracted services 30,186 8,690 6,861 45,737

Travel 3,717 1,066 842 5,625
Audit expense 8,184 2,356 1,860 12,400
Bank charges 1,564 450 355 2,369
Fees and dues 8,260 2,378 1,877 12,515
Copying and printing 14,779 4,255 3,359 22,393

Insurance 7,844 2,259 1,783 11,886
Depreciation 3,960 1,140 900 6,000
Supplies and materials 15,147 4,361 3,443 22,951
Postage and mailing 3,220 927 732 4,879
Rent and occupancy 31,995 9,211 7,272 48,478

Software and IT 8,673 2,497 1,971 13,141
Miscellaneous 3,725 1,072 846 5,643
Telephone 2,973 856 676 4,505
Media 4,596 1,323 1,044 6,963

Total expenses $ 752,700 $ 155,138 $ 122,476 $ 1,030,314

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. -8-



Legacy Land Conservancy

STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS

For the Years Ended June 30, 

2019 2018
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Change in net assets $ 198,967 $ (37,722)
Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets to net 

cash provided (used) by operating activities
Depreciation 1,000 6,000
Development rights extinguished 748,896 184,693
Net realized gain on investments (79,446) (43,459)
Net unrealized (gain) loss on investments (9,786) (133,650)
Noncash contributions - conservation easements and land donations (813,724) (46,167)
Changes in operating assets and liabilities which provided (used) cash

Account receivables (310) -
Prepaid expenses (653) (15,130)
Pledges receivable (20,546) 152,068
Grants receivable (3,392) 3,265
Accounts payable and accrued expenses (10,120) (5,135)

Net cash from operating activities 10,886 64,763

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Sale of investments 11,731 260,000
Exercise (acquisitions) of option to purchase land 2,000 (3,000)
Acquisition of conservation easements (310,178) (138,526)

Net cash from investing activities (296,447) 118,474

NET CHANGE IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS (285,561) 183,237

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 412,447 229,210

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year $ 126,886 $ 412,447

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. -9-



Legacy Land Conservancy

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

NOTE A - NATURE OF ACTIVITIES AND SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING
       POLICIES

Nature of Activities

The Legacy Land Conservancy (the "Conservancy") is a not-for-profit corporation, founded in 1971,
operating in Washtenaw, Jackson, and surrounding counties in southeastern Michigan.  The
Conservancy's mission is to protect natural areas, working farmlands and open spaces in the area.  The
Conservancy accomplishes its mission through three primary activities of acquiring protective interests in
conservation land through purchase and donation; advocating for the protection of open spaces; and
caring for the land it owns and monitoring land under conservation agreements.  The major funding for
the Conservancy is derived from donations, grants and fundraising events.

Basis of Accounting

The financial statements have been prepared on the accrual basis of accounting and otherwise in
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles applicable to not-for-profit organizations in the
United States of America ("GAAP").

Financial Statement Presentation

Net assets, revenues, gains, and losses are classified based on the existence or absence of donor or grantor
imposed restrictions.  Accordingly, net assets and changes therein are classified and reported as follows:

Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions:  Net assets available for use in general operations and not
subject to donor restrictions.  The governing board has designated, from net assets without donor
restrictions, net assets for an operating reserve and board-designated endowment.

Net Assets With Donor Restrictions:  Net assets subject to donor-imposed restrictions.  Some
donor-imposed restrictions are temporary in nature, such as those that will be met by the passage of
time or other events specified by the donor.  Other donor-imposed restrictions are perpetual in nature,
where the donor stipulates that resources be maintained in perpetuity.  Donor-imposed restrictions are
released when a restriction expires, that is, when the stipulated time has elapsed, when the stipulated
purpose for which the resource was restricted has been fulfilled, or both.

Use of Estimates in the Preparation of Financial Statements

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles
requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and
liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the
reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period.  Actual amounts could differ
from those estimates.

-10-



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued

Cash and Cash Equivalents

The Conservancy considers all cash and other highly liquid investments not held in trust with maturity
dates of less than 3 months to be cash equivalents, for the purposes of the statement of financial position
classification and statement of cash flows.  The carrying value of cash and cash equivalents approximates
fair value as a result of the short maturities of those financial instruments.

Investments

Investments in equity securities with readily determinable fair values and all investments in debt
securities are measured at fair value in the statements of financial position.  Fair value of marketable
equity and debt securities is based on quoted market prices as of the date of the statement of financial
position.  Contributed securities are recorded at fair value at the date of receipt and generally sold shortly
thereafter.  Changes in fair value of investments are recorded in the accompanying Statements of
Activities as investment gains and losses.  Realized gains and losses are determined based on specific
cost identification.  

Fixed Assets

Fixed assets are recorded at cost if purchased, or if donated, at fair value at the time of receipt.  Major
improvements and renewals are capitalized, if over $5,000, while ordinary maintenance and repairs are
expensed.  Management annually reviews these assets to determine whether carrying values have been
impaired.  Depreciation is computed using the straight-line method over the estimated useful lives of the
related assets, which range from 3 to 5 years.

Preserves

The property of the Conservancy consists of parcels of land in southeastern Michigan received at various
times from various donors.  The Conservancy owns all residual rights associated with these properties.
Such property is recorded as revenue and other assets at the time the property is received.  The basis of
the donation is the fair value of the property as of the date donated as determined by the most recent
appraisal prepared by an independent qualified appraiser.

Conservation Easements and Allowance for Development Rights Extinguished

A conservation easement is a legal agreement between a landowner and a qualified conservation
organization (i.e., the Conservancy) that permanently limits a property's use in order to protect its
conservation values.  Conservation easements, either purchased or donated, are initially valued at their
appraised value.  Once the development rights for a specific conservation easement are extinguished,
generally immediately after acquisition, a valuation allowance is established to reduce the value of the
conservation easement to $1.  This value reflects the lack of marketability related to the easements.  The
reduction in value due to extinguishment of development rights is reflected as a program expense in the
Statement of Activities and conservation easement valuation expense on the Statement of Functional
Expenses.  

-11-



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued

Contributions and Foundation and Corporate Grants

Contributions, bequests and foundation and corporate grants received are recorded as increases in net
assets.  All donor-restricted contributions and foundation and corporate grants are reported as increases in
net assets with donor restrictions depending on the nature of the restriction.  When a restriction expires
(that is, when a stipulated time restriction ends or purpose restriction is accomplished), net assets with
donor restrictions are reclassified to net assets without donor restrictions and reported in the statement of
activities as net assets released from restrictions.

Contributed Services

A portion of the Conservancy's activities is conducted by volunteers without compensation and by
professional and business organizations at significantly reduced charges.  Support for services contributed
is only recognized to the extent such contributions (1) require specialized skills (and are provided by
individuals possessing those skills) and are typically purchased if not provided by donation or (2) create
or enhance the non-financial assets of the Conservancy.  The Conservancy did not recognize any donated
services for the years ending June 30, 2019 and 2018.

Compensated Absences

Vested and accumulated vacation leave is reported as an expense and a liability when the obligation
becomes determinable.  No liability is accrued for nonvesting rights to receive sick pay benefits.

Subsequent Events

Management has evaluated events and transaction for potential recognition or disclosure through
December 11, 2019, the date that the financial statements were available to be issued. 

Functional Expenses

The Conservancy accumulates and records operating expenses according to the nature of the expense that
was incurred.  These functional expenses are allocated and reported on the statement of activities as
Program Services, Management and General Expenses, and Fundraising.  The allocation to these
functional categories is based on management's records of time allocated by staff. 

Income Taxes

No provision for Federal and State income taxes has been made since the Conservancy is exempt under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

The Conservancy files information returns in the U.S. Federal jurisdiction and these returns are generally
no longer subject to examination by tax authorities for years before 2016.  The Conservancy has not had
any business income unrelated to its exempt purpose and, therefore, has not filed income tax returns in
any jurisdiction.

-12-



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued

Reclassifications

Certain amounts in the prior-year financial statements have been reclassified for comparative purposes to
conform with the presentation in the current-year financial statements.

NOTE B - NET ASSET RESTATEMENT

Net assets were restated as follows to reclassify the Johnson Preserve from without donor restrictions to
with donor restrictions, to reflect original donor intent of restriction on the reserve:

Without
Donor

Restrictions
With Donor
Restrictions Total

Beginning net assets, July 1, 2017, as
originally presented $ 3,706,807 $ 3,564,066 $ 7,270,873

Reclassify Johnson preserve (2,379,853) 2,379,853 -

Beginning net assets, July 1, 2017, as
restated $ 1,326,954 $ 5,943,919 $ 7,270,873

NOTE C - LIQUIDITY AND AVAILABILITY

Financial assets available for general expenditure, that is, without donor or other restrictions limiting
their use, within one year of the statement of financial position, are comprised of the following at June
30:

2019 2018

Cash $ 126,886 $ 412,447
Pledges receivable 291,996 208,400
Grants receivable 10,670 7,278
Other current assets 4,423 4,114

Total current assets 433,975 632,239
Less restricted pledges receivable (150,046) (40,400)

Total current assets available for 
operations $ 283,929 $ 591,839

The Conservancy has available long-term investments of $978,158 and $937,300 at June 30, 2019 and
2018, respectively, that may be liquidated at any time for operations.  Additionally, the Conservancy has
available access to endowments as permitted by the endowment spending policies as detailed in Note P.

-13-



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued

NOTE D - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

As of June 30, 2019, the Conservancy's bank balance of  $179,012 was insured.  Cash and cash
equivalents are summarized as follows for the year ended June 30:

2019 2018

Petty cash $ 607 $ 519
Demand (checking) accounts 126,279 411,928

Total $ 126,886 $ 412,447

NOTE E - INVESTMENTS

The investments of the Conservancy consist of the following at June 30:

2019

Cost
Fair Market

Value

Cumulative
Appreciation

(Depreciation)

Certificate of deposit greater than 90 days $ 30,000 $ 30,867 $ 867
Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation

Agency Investment 14,248 14,248 -
Mutual funds - bond index funds 254,642 255,466 824
Mutual funds - fixed income funds 273,258 272,638 (620)
Mutual funds - equity index funds 1,313,926 1,574,382 260,456

Total investments $ 1,886,074 $ 2,147,601 $ 261,527

Financial Statement Presentation
Investments $ 978,158
Restricted investments for endowment 1,169,443

$ 2,147,601

-14-



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued

2018

Cost
Fair Market

Value

Cumulative
Appreciation

(Depreciation)

Certificate of deposit greater than 90 days $ 30,000 $ 30,575 $ 575
Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation

Agency Investment 14,220 14,220 -
Mutual funds - bond index funds 249,610 242,247 (7,363)
Mutual funds - fixed income funds 268,579 260,756 (7,823)
Mutual funds - equity index funds 1,207,208 1,522,302 315,094

Total investments $ 1,769,617 $ 2,070,100 $ 300,483

Financial Statement Presentation
Investments $ 937,300
Restricted investments for endowment 1,132,800

$ 2,070,100

Concentration of Credit Risk - Investments

The brokerage account has insurance of $500,000 provided by the Securities Investor Protection
Corporation.  The balance of investments were uninsured at June 30, 2019 and 2018.

NOTE F - PLEDGES RECEIVABLE 

As of June 30, 2019, the Conservancy has received general Legacy pledges for various projects.   The
gross pledges receivable totaled $165,500 and $264,500 as of June 30, 2019 and 2018, respectfully.  The
Conservancy established an allowance for uncollectible amounts of 10% of the general pledges
receivable balance each of the last two fiscal years.  The Conservancy also holds foundation pledges
receivable of $150,046 and $40,400 at June 30, 2019 and 2018, respectfully.

During 2019, the Conservancy received substantially all scheduled payments on a timely basis.

-15-



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued

Pledges receivable at June 30, 2019 are expected to be collected as follows:

    Years    Pledges

2020 $ 308,546
2021 3,000
2022 2,000
2023 2,000

Total 315,546

Allowance for uncollectible amounts (16,550)

Pledges receivable, net $ 298,996

Current pledges receivable $ 291,996
Non-current pledges receivable 7,000

$ 298,996

NOTE G - PUBLIC GRANTS RECEIVABLE 

The Conservancy records grants as revenue during the period that the funds were earned, that is, when all
eligibility requirements have been met.  The grants receivable as of June 30, 2019 and 2018 were $10,670
and $7,278, respectively.  The grants receivable represent grant dollars earned but not received as of the
financial position date.  No allowance for uncollectible accounts has been provided as management
believes all grants are collectible.

NOTE H - BENEFICIAL INTEREST IN PERPETUAL TRUST 

The Conservancy is the beneficiary of the Dorothy & Karl Schnearle Fund for Future Farmers and
Farmland, a perpetual trust held and administered by a Community Foundation.  The endowment permits
the Foundation to substitute another beneficiary in place of the Conservancy in the event the Conservancy
ceases to exist, or for other various reasons in accordance with the Foundation's bylaws.  The
Conservancy has withdrawn the spendable balance during the fiscal year.  As a result, no amount of the
remaining balance is spendable, or recorded on the financial statements, at the end of the fiscal year
June 30, 2019.  The balance of the Trust is $57,312 and $57,118 as of June 30, 2019 and 2018,
respectively.

-16-



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued

NOTE I - FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets comprised the following at June 30:

Assets 2019 2018

Vehicles $ 18,000 $ 18,000

Less accumulated depreciation (18,000) (17,000)

   Total fixed assets $ - $ 1,000

Total depreciation expense was $1,000 and $6,000 for the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018,
respectively.

NOTE J - LAND 

Preserves

Preserves of the Legacy Land Conservancy consist of parcels of land in southeastern Michigan received
at various times from various donors.  Such properties are recorded at fair values as of the date donated,
as determined by an independent appraisal.  The balance of these accounts is comprised of the following
as of June 30:

Description Acres 2019 2018

        With donor restriction:
Creekshead Preserve (fee simple) 27 $ 115,000 $ 115,000
Beckwith Conservancy (fee simple) 31 61,000 61,000
Sharon Hills Preserve (fee simple) 68 308,150 308,150
Woodland Preserve (fee simple) 14 235,000 235,000
Coudron Preserve (life estate/fee simple) 44 576,000 576,000
Reichert Preserve (fee simple) 92 477,500 477,500
Lapham Family Reichert Addition (fee simple) 17 51,915 51,915
Heotaky Beckwith Addition (fee simple) 2 18,000 18,000
Johnson Preserve (fee simple) 49 2,379,853 2,379,853
Shatter Preserve (fee simple) 25 375,000 -

 Total with donor restriction 369 $ 4,597,418 $ 4,222,418

-17-



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued

Land Held for Resale

Land held for resale includes projects where the final disposition of the property is not completed.  The
land may be intended for sale with a conservation easement (or without in the case of portions of
acquisitions not requiring protection), to become the property of a State or local government or be
financed land acquisitions that, when paid in full, become a part of our nature preserves.

Land held for resale consists of:

Beginning Purchase/ Transfers/ End of
of Year Donation Sales Year

Rinehart Property $ 260,000 $ - $ - $ 260,000

The Rinehart Property consists of 20 acres subject to a life estate. 

NOTE K - DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS

Development rights typically are donated through the gift of a conservation easement.  The donation of a
perpetual conservation easement which preserves the conservation values of a property deemed to be in
the public benefit, such as agricultural land, scenic views, wetlands, forests and unique wildlife habitats,
is recognized in the Federal Tax Code and may result in substantial income and estate tax benefits to the
donor/landowner.  

In situations where charitable tax benefits do not provide sufficient incentives, development rights are
purchased rather than donated.  This is often the case with farmland preservation programs.  The amount
paid to and/or donated by the landowner is determined by a "before and after" appraisal of the fair market
value of the subject land.  Other costs, such as appraisals, surveys, title work and personnel expenditures
for securing the easement, are expensed.

When the Conservancy receives a conservation easement, it takes on the permanent responsibility and
legal right to enforce the terms of the easement.  The Conservancy monitors easements by inspecting the
land regularly (yearly in most cases) and maintaining communications with the landowner about future
plans in order to avoid conflict with the easement.  If a future owner or someone else violates the
easement, for example by erecting a building that the easement does not allow, the Conservancy will take
action to have the violation corrected, including going to court if necessary.  These permanent
responsibilities are a long-term cost to the Conservancy.

-18-



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued

From its inception, the Conservancy has secured (by purchase and donation) 85 easements:

Secured During the year ended Total Secured Through
June 30, 2019 June 30, 2019

Number of Acres Number of Acres
Easements Protected Easements Protected

5 268 85 3,681

The total value of development rights acquired during the year is estimated to be $748,906 of which
$748,901 has been extinguished and reported as an expense.

NOTE L - EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLAN

The Conservancy maintains a Savings Incentive Match Plan ("SIMPLE") IRA retirement plan.  All full-
time employees are eligible to participate.  To the extent an employee participates by deferring a portion
of their compensation into the plan, the Conservancy will match the employee's contribution, up to a
maximum of three percent of the employee's compensation.  During the years ended June 30, 2019 and
2018, the retirement expense incurred by the Conservancy was $8,391 and $12,237, respectively. 

NOTE M - FAIR VALUE OF FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

Financial Accounting Standards Board ("FASB") Accounting Standards Codification 820.10, Fair Value
Measurements, provides a fair value hierarchy that prioritizes the inputs to valuation techniques used to
measure fair value.  The hierarchy gives the highest priority to unadjusted quoted prices in active markets
for identical assets or liabilities (Level 1 measurements) and the lowest priority to unobservable inputs
(Level 3 measurements).  The three levels of the fair value hierarchy are described below:

Level 1 - Inputs to the valuation methodology are unadjusted quoted prices for identical assets or
 liabilities in active markets that the Conservancy has the ability to access.

Level 2 - Inputs to the valuation methodology include:

 Quoted prices for similar assets or liabilities in active markets;

 Quoted prices for identical or similar assets or liabilities in inactive markets;

 Inputs other than quoted prices that are observable for the asset or liability;

 Inputs that are derived principally from or corroborated by observable market data by

correlation or other means.

If the asset or liability has a specified (contractual) term, the Level 2 input must be
observable for substantially the full term of the asset or liability.
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Level 3 - Inputs to the valuation methodology are unobservable and significant to the fair value
 measurement.

The asset's or liability's fair value measurement level within the fair value hierarchy is based on the
lowest level of any input that is significant to the fair value measurement.  Valuation techniques used
need to maximize the use of observable inputs and minimize the use of unobservable inputs.

Following is a description of the valuation methodologies used for assets measured at fair value.
There have been no changes in the methodologies used at June 30, 2019.

Certificate of deposit:  Valued at face value which approximates fair value.

Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation Agency Investment:  Valued at fair value by the Community
Foundation for the Conservancy's portion of the Community Foundation's pooled investment. 

Mutual funds:  Valued at the net asset value ("NAV") of shares held by the Conservancy at year-end.

The methods described above may produce a fair value calculation that may not be indicative of net
realizable value or reflective of future fair values.  Furthermore, while the Conservancy believes its
valuation methods are appropriate and consistent with other market participants, the use of different
methodologies or assumptions to determine the fair value of certain financial instruments could result in a
different fair value measurement at the reporting date.

The following table sets forth by level, within the fair value hierarchy, the Conservancy's assets at fair
value as of June 30:

Assets at Fair Value as of June 30, 2019

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total

Certificate of deposit $ 30,867 $ - $ - $ 30,867
Ann Arbor Area Community

Foundation Agency Investment - - 14,248 14,248
Mutual funds - bond index funds 255,466 - - 255,466
Mutual funds - fixed income funds 272,638 - - 272,638
Mutual funds - equity index funds 1,574,382 - - 1,574,382

$ 2,133,353 $ - $ 14,248 $2,147,601

The changes in Level 3 investments are as follows:

Balance at July 1, 2018 $ 14,220
Deposit and earnings, net of grants paid out 28

Balance at June 30, 2019 $ 14,248
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Assets at Fair Value as of June 30, 2018

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total

Certificate of deposit $ 30,575 $ - $ - $ 30,575
Ann Arbor Area Community

Foundation Agency Investment - - 14,220 14,220
Mutual funds - bond index funds 242,247 - - 242,247
Mutual funds - fixed income funds 260,756 - - 260,756
Mutual funds - equity index funds 1,522,302 - - 1,522,302

$ 2,055,880 $ - $ 14,220 $2,070,100

NOTE N -  BOARD DESIGNATED NET ASSETS WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS

The Board has designated $728,093 and $877,034 for the Emerald Arc Campaign for unrestricted
capacity building reserves at June 30, 2019 and 2018, respectively.

NOTE O - NET ASSETS WITH DONOR RESTRICTIONS

Net assets with donor restrictions consists of the following amounts at June 30:

2019 2018

Subject to expenditure for specified purpose and/or the passage of
time:

Pledges receivable $ 298,996 $ 278,450
Foundation contributions 25,172 115,357
Stewardship Funds 90,910 111,346
Land acquisition funds 247,753 221,446
Endowment Funds 14,248 14,220

677,079 740,819

Subject to donor restrictions in perpetuity:
Conservation easements, net of extinguished development rights 85 80
Preserved land 4,597,418 4,222,418
Endowment Funds 1,169,443 1,132,800

5,766,946 5,355,298

Total net assets with donor restrictions $ 6,444,025 $ 6,096,117
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NOTE P - ENDOWMENT FUNDS

FASB ASC Topic 958-205 provides guidance on the net asset classification of donor restricted
endowment funds for a not-for-profit organization that is subject to the enacted version of the Uniform
Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act of 2006 ("UPMIFA").  FASB Topic 958-205 also
improves disclosures about an organization's endowment funds (both donor-restricted and board-
designated endowment funds) whether or not the organization is subject to UPMIFA.

Interpretation of Relevant Law

The Conservancy has interpreted the Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act
("UPMIFA") as requiring the preservation of the fair value of the original gift as of the gift date of the
donor-restricted endowment funds absent explicit donor stipulations to the contrary.  As a result of this
interpretation, the Conservancy classifies as donor restricted net assets:  (a) the original value of gifts
donated to the endowment and (b) accumulations to the endowment made in accordance with the
direction of the applicable donor gift instrument at the time the accumulation is added to the fund.

In accordance with UPMIFA, the organization considers the following factors in making a 
determination to appropriate or accumulate donor-restricted endowment funds:

 The duration and preservation of the fund;

 The purposes of the donor-restricted endowment fund;

 General economic conditions;

 The possible effect of inflation and deflation;

 The expected total return from income and the appreciation of investments;

 Other resources of the Conservancy; and

 The investment policies of the Conservancy.

Investment Approach

The ultimate responsibility for the management of the funds rests with its Board of Trustees.  To assist it
in carrying out this responsibility, the Trustees have established an endowment committee.  All
endowment assets not held in cash shall be invested in funds selected by the endowment committee
within the asset classes and in accordance with allocation targets and ranges as follows:

Asset Class Target Range

Equities 90% 75-95%
Fixed Income 10%  5-15%
Cash 0% 0-5%
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Spending Policy

Endowment Fund:  Distributions may be taken annually to fund land and easement stewardship.

Forever Fund:  Distributions may be taken annually to fund land and easement stewardship and other
expenses related to ensuring the integrity of conservation easements and lands owned by the
Conservancy.

Standard Distribution:  Standard distributions shall be made annually, and limited to 4% of the rolling
average of the value of the funds over the past 20 quarters.

Extraordinary Distributions:  Generally, principal will remain in the fund and will not be liquidated,
except as described above.  However, from time-to-time extraordinary expenses associated with the legal
costs of defending or enforcing an easement, or legal costs required to maintain the Conservancy's
continued use and operation of its fee preserves, may be incurred.  At such times, by a 2/3 vote of the
Board of Trustees, the principal of that portion associated with the Forever Fund may be taken as a
distribution.  Such distributions must be accompanied by a plan to replenish the funds. 

Standard distributions shall not be made if the combined value of the Endowment and Forever Funds is
less than $300,000. 

Changes in Endowment net assets are as follows:

June 30, 2019

With Donor
Restrictions -

Perpetual

With Donor
Restrictions -

Time Restricted Total

Net assets, beginning of year $ 1,132,800 $ 14,220 $ 1,147,020
Investment return:

Investment income 30,879 740 31,619
Net appreciation (depreciation) 17,814 - 17,814

Contributions and other income 25,000 - 25,000
Distributions/expenses (37,050) (712) (37,762)

$ 1,169,443 $ 14,248 $ 1,183,691
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June 30, 2018

With Donor
Restrictions -

Perpetual

With Donor
Restrictions -

Time Restricted Total

Net assets, beginning of year $ 1,021,234 $ 14,439 $ 1,035,673
Investment return:

Investment income 14,998 - 14,998
Net appreciation (depreciation) 106,568 1,115 107,683

Contributions and other income 24,000 - 24,000
Distributions/expenses (34,000) (1,334) (35,334)

$ 1,132,800 $ 14,220 $ 1,147,020
NOTE Q - OFFICE LEASE

The Conservancy signed an operating lease for office space for July 18, 2017 through
September 30, 2020.  The lease requires the Conservancy to pay utilities and janitorial services.  The
landlord is obligated for insurance covering the building. 

Rent was $48,236 on the office space for the year ended June 30, 2019.  Future minimum rentals under
the new lease are as follows:

Years Ending
Annual

Minimum
June 30, Lease Payment

2020 $ 49,200
2021 12,341

$ 61,541

NOTE R - SUPPLEMENTAL CASH FLOWS INFORMATION

Non-Cash Investing and Financing Activities

During the year ended June 30, 2019, the Conservancy acquired development rights on four parcels of
land below fair market value as determined by a State certified appraiser.  The Conservancy recorded the
development rights at the fair market value as of the date acquired and recognized  $438,724 in non-cash
contribution revenue. The Conservancy also recognized $375,000 in non-cash contribution revenue
during the year ended June 30, 2019 by means of fee transfer for an acquired parcel of land. 

During the year ended June 30, 2018, the Conservancy acquired development rights on one parcel of land
below fair market value as determined by a State certified appraiser.  The Conservancy recorded the
development rights at the fair market value as of the date acquired and recognized  $46,167 in non-cash
contribution revenue.  
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Legacy Land Conservancy

SCHEDULE OF NET ASSETS WITH AND WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS

For the Year Ended June 30, 2019

Net Assets
Without Donor

Restrictions

Net Assets With
Donor

Restrictions

Emerald Arc Campaign $ 728,093 $ -
Emerald Arc Campaign - 

Pledges receivable - 148,950
Chelsea Wellness Foundation - 2,402
Community Foundation of Southeastern Michigan - 47,562
Herrick Foundation Grant - Farm Next - 125,254

Stewardship Funds:
    Creekshead Preserve - 5,472
    Reichert Preserve - 73,175
    Sullivan Easement - 10,000
    Sharon Hills Preserve - 100
    Lackey Stewardship Fund - 2,163

Acquisition Funds:
  Freshwaters Fund - 8,891

Farmland Protection Fund - 66,297
Public Rec/Waterloo Fund - 16,322
CARLS Match Fund - 145,454

Regional Funds:
Dexter - 2,175
Pittsfield - 1,446
Webster - 7,168

Endowment Funds:
    Forever Fund - 996,784
    Preserve Stewardship Endowment - 10,331
    Endowment Fund - 75,236

Reichert Preserve Endowment - 87,092
Ann Arbor Community Foundation - 14,248

Land:
    Land in fee simple - 4,597,418
    Land held for resale 260,000 -

Conservation Easements - 85

Totals $ 988,093 $ 6,444,025

-26-


	title page
	Table of Contents
	Report
	Statement of Financial Position
	Statement of Activities
	PY Statement of Activities
	statement of functional expenses
	PY statement of functional expenses
	Notes

