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W ith the Emerald Arc capacity-building campaign wrapping up this year, it’s a good 

As an investment in our ability to protect more land more quickly, the Emerald Arc campaign 

pressures in our service area. Conversion of land around us is not slowing down; for 
instance, Washtenaw County is the fastest-growing county in southeast Michigan. Jackson 
and Washtenaw County businesses alike are attracting investment and talent by building 
desirable communities with assets that include protected farms, forests, and waterways. As 

continue to address the demand for protecting vital natural resources. 
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Building Capacity for Faster 
Pace,Greater Impact

ANNUAL REPORT MESSAGE
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With much appreciation,

On the cover

collaboration, and cooperation between private landowners, state and federal agencies, 

“success” looks like at any milestone depends on all of us. Our list of private landowners 

those decisions with land protection agreements that are as forward-looking as they are 

Douglas L. Koop, Executive Director

Winter river scene, 
by John Lloyd
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Land Protection

Stewardship

LEGACY’S YEAR IN REVIEW

VOLUNTEER HOURS

NEW ACTIVITY FOR 2017 • SEED COLLECTION

PROJECTS CLOSED FOR THE FISCAL YEAR

382 hours devoted by all volunteers helping to accomplish 

415 species 
remediation work

93 volunteer hours devoted to invasive-species remediation

88 total hours 

169.78 acres of farmland

146.4 acres of wetland

15,728 
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448.85
TOTAL ACRES PROTECTED
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68 volunteer hours
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Revenue

Program Expenses

2016–2017

2016–2017

Events and Misc., 

available at 

and Investment gains

Contributions Foundation and 

Acquisition

Easement 

Community 
Engagement

13% 16%1%

23%

47%

25%
17%

7%
4%

23% 24%
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L

hike reached an all-time high.

It’s been a great year for building local partnerships and cementing established relationships. 

County to create baseline reports and perform photo-monitoring for their newly acquired 

group of volunteers who help manage our restricted funds (Forever Fund, Endowment Fund, 

Every name cited as a supporter in this Annual Report represents a commitment to land 

Legacy Gains MOMENTUM
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T
century, many individuals and organizations helped to protect a collection of undeveloped lands 

work of conservation in the Emerald Arc.

Washtenaw counties.

capacity and keep pace with conservation demand. Our Emerald Arc fundraising campaign 
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Emerald Arc update

Enduring Vision for Southern Michigan



L time this year fostering relationships 
with local organizations, including Eastern 

native biodiversity, and performance of 

will contribute to the science of grassland 
restoration in southern Michigan.

question in ecology and it will provide 

community as well as research opportunities 

on this arrangement.”

at least one workday a year to stewardship 

to increase the number and spread 

workdays include such activities as helping 

improve trails.  

“Working with the volunteers is one of the 

biology students because they geek out over 
the same phenomena that always attracted 
me to a career in biology, and that’s fun to 
see in young people.” 

infrastructure needs for long-term viability. 

leaves. If the test plots prove viable, the 

 MANAGING LAND

Building Partnerships
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Students in Eastern Michigan University’s Writing in Ecology class relax after 
a workday at the Lloyd and Mabel Johnson Preserve.
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the prairie plots. 

landscape architecture, engineering, and 

the boardwalk addition.   

program intended to engage volunteers in 

patch of land to care for that is scalable to 
the amount and type of work the volunteer 

training and to discuss upcoming plans 
and progress on their adopted land; we 
also  provide all tools and materials required 

reporting their volunteer hours through 

For more information on the Eco Steward 
Program, contact: 

.
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The Neutral Zone’s Project GreeNZ teenagers created a 2,000-foot trail at the Johnson preserve.

SmithGroupJJR helped construct boardwalk 
at our Creekshead Nature Preserve



L
 

“Legacy has played a critical role over the last 6 years 
to help WCPARC protect over 17 farms, totaling over 
2,500 acres of land,” 

“We look forward to new avenues for collaboration moving forward.”
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Evolving Partnerships
 PROTECTING LAND
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The Doll family’s sesquicentennial farm—in the same family for over 150 years—was permanently 
protected through Washtenaw County’s NAPP in 2017 with technical assistance from Legacy.



making personal connections in the farm community will 

conservation.”  

best practices for the program, evaluated nominated farmland 

annual conservation easement monitoring. 

visit a WCPARC farmland easement property. 
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PROTECTING LAND

OUTREACH REVEALS NEW 
CONSERVATION opportunities
FOne of our primary goals was to build increased understanding of land protection 

quality of the River Raisin and its tributaries in Jackson and Washtenaw counties.

While working to enhance awareness in this watershed, we also successfully protected 

Legacy’s work with GSHOM ensures the 105-acre Camp O’ the Hills in the 
River Raisin watershed will be permanently protected.  
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in the area, a landowner asked 

fen wetlands are globally 
rare and considered one of 
Michigan’s biological treasures. 

grasses, fens provide habitat 
to hundreds of native Michigan 

also form the headwaters of 
many of southern Michigan’s 
rivers and lakes.

percent of what remains of 
Michigan’s high-quality pristine 

history. We are elated to have 
the opportunity to protect this 
amazing property for all time. 

without the interest and 

and Washtenaw Counties that are the highest priority lands for conservation, and successful 
protection agreements arise when the owners of that land pursue their dedication to 
preserving it. 
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The protection of Camp O’ the Hills will 
safeguard 1,200 feet of lake shoreline.
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YOU Can Help 

STOP
Japanese Stiltgrass!

 The primary infestation of Japanese stiltgrass in Scio Township, Washtenaw County, 
consisted of approximately 1,500 square feet of dense growth in a partially shaded area.
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Leaves
2-4” long, ½” wide
Pointed on both ends 

Flowers

Stems

Mostly hairless

Roots
Thin and weak
Pulls easily
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B elying its disruptive potential, Japanese 
stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum

a miniature version of bamboo, and in young 
populations its sprawling growth habit lends 

stiltgrass is anything but innocuous, and 
it’s been spotted in southeast Michigan. 

decreases the overall biodiversity of the areas 
it occupies. A mature population results in 

and other browsing mammals don’t seem 

estimated that each seed can remain viable in 

only a few counties in northern Ohio, Indiana, 

partners to coordinate public education 

stiltgrass populations. 

but that leaves a lot more area to cover. Here’s 

yard or woodland, educate your neighbors, 

invasion. With a quick, collective response we 
might be able to impede the northward spread 
of Japanese stiltgrass.

 or report via the 

website at . 

for disposal of plant material is still a matter 
of debate; for now, send bagged plants to a 

(Leersia virginica Polygonum 
spp. Brachyelytrum 
aristosum

Management Area, the Alabama Cooperative 

 

“Invasive Japanese stiltgrass found near 

“Japanese stiltgrass,” Midwest Invasive 
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EVENTS
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Earth Day Woodland Stewardship at the Beckwith Preserve

register for this event at 
register for parking information.

Japanese Stiltgrass—The Michigan Invasion 

populations from cropping up by learning what to look for and how to eradicate it. Andrea 
and Jim Matthies have opened up their home as a classroom for residents and professionals 

.  

Oak Wilt Workshop

contact 
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I

trusted reputation in the community, 

of non-motorized trails in Washtenaw 

on awareness-building, fundraising, and 

for more than two years, during which time 

funding, including a great upwelling of 
support to memorialize a beloved community 

  

stage in its organizational development, and 

with the Michigan Fitness Foundation 

, 
the group is working with the Washtenaw 

and local government agencies, and 

to develop non-motorized trail segments 

wide trail system,” the site asserts.

been a great boost to our region’s quality of 

Border-to-Border trail between Dexter and the Hudson Mills Metropark

Bidding “Happy Trails” to Huron 
Waterloo Pathways Initiative
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APPRECIATION

Thank you!

 

Your support fuels Legacy’s work!
Founders

Ann Arbor Area Community 
Foundation

Herrick Foundation

Masco Corporation

of Environmental 

Moore Family Foundation
Mosaic Foundation

 
Foundation

Washtenaw County 

Cherry Republic, Inc.

Charlie and Janet Crone

‡

RF Events, Inc.

Chelsea Milling 

Hopp Electric, Inc.
Martin Family Foundation
Martha Mayo and 

Robison Foundation

Family Foundation

of Jackson

John and Mary Caldwell
Chelsea Rotary Club

Michael Fitzsimmons 
and Hope Haefner

Four County Community 
Foundation

Friends of Chelsea 

Craig Harvey
Judith Heady

Integrated Health 

Jewish Community 
Ann Arbor

Ann Meredith

Michael Moran and 

William Reichert
Reinhart Realty

William Joseph McCune

Orienteering Club

Funeral Home

Ellen Ward and James Young
Ward-Young Charitable Fund

James Adams and 

Arthur and Elizabeth 

Angela Johnson
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Jonathan Cohn and 

Esther Floyd

Robert and Cynthia Helber
Andrew Jacoby

‡ 

Montague Foundation

Andrew Muth and 

Advised Fund

James Reichert

‡

Milton and Janet Weidmayer

Howard and Anne Cooper

Robert Ewing

Carol Furtado

John Hand
Mary Hathaway

James House and 
Wendy Fisher House

Willard Johnson

Richard and Ann 
Mary McCarthy

John McCauley and 

Harvey Michaels and 

Robert and Elizabeth Oneal
Elizabeth Ong

Redmond

Waterloo Hunt Club

Carol Young

Jim and Jan Albers

Ann Arbor Financial

Mike Allemang

Catherine Churgay

Cooperwasser
John Copley and 

Martha Coscina

Wallace and Marlene 

Eisenbeiser
Margaret Engle and 

James W. and Wanda ‡ Fish
Carol and Robert Fletcher

Jack and Julie Frost

Catherine Ward

Christopher and 

‡ deceased
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Joan Hellmann

Herbert
Jan Herrick and 

Harold Fischel

William Holmes

Andrew and Catherine 
Horning

Rosemary Hughes

Jacobsen
Jorun Jaeger

Richard Wyatt

Charles and Evelyn Mack

Jim and Jane Maksymowski
John and Anne Mann
Robert W. and Judith Marans

Irwin and Fran Martin

James McIntosh and 

Judith Mich ‡

John Moran

Ann Mulhern and Ray Maturo

Andrew and Wendy Mutch

Faye Ogasawara
Marc and Emily Olson

James and Cinda Rock

John Rogers

William Crawforth

Foundation

Eric and Franziska 

Robert and Judy Ward
Arthur and Renata 

Wasserman
Ann and Warren Watkins

Joan and Will Weber
Marlene and Alan Weintraub

Westerman

Jean Wineman and 

Charlotte Wolfe
Julie Worker
Roger Wykes

Ameriprise Financial, Inc
Rolf and Harriet Amsler
Julia Armbruster
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Marcia Chapman
Joe and Mariann Christy

Robert Cohen and Ruth 
Moscow-Cohen

Carol Collins

Rane and Alice Curl

Olivia Fanning
Carolyn Ferrell and 

Catherine Marquardt

Catherine Riseng

Jim Hartnett

Julia Henshaw
Rebecca Horvath

Anthony Joseph and 

Harvey Juster

Maan Abdulbaki

 
James H. Mulchay III

and Carol Cramer

Mary Matthews
Michael McMahon

Mike and Cathy Muha

Aurora Murray

Julie Craves

Ramsburgh

Mary Relson
Clark Richardson
Ruth Riegel
Helena Robinovitz
Joanne Rogucki
Randall Ross

William and Mary 

Martin Walsh and 
Margarete Orlik-Walsh

Jason Wiederhold and 
Angela Carter

Elizabeth Williams
Ed and Corazon Yee
Julie Young

‡ deceased
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of the Huron Waterloo 

also received donations 

publication for an update 

  

Ann Arbor Area Community 
Foundation

Arthur and Elizabeth 

Carolyn Ferrell and 

Richard and Ann 
Mary McCarthy

James McIntosh and 

Andrew and Wendy Mutch

Redmond
Clark Richardson

Robert and Judy Ward
Ann and Warren Watkins
Julie Young

Forever Fund
Mosaic Foundation

Fresh Waters Fund

William Holmes

Helena Robinovitz

Robison Foundation

Marcia Chapman

Robert and Elizabeth Oneal
James Reichert

James W. and Wanda ‡ Fish

Jack and Julie Frost

John Hand

Mary Hathaway
Judith Heady

Robert and Cynthia Helber
James House and 

Wendy Fisher House
Willard Johnson

Robert W. and Judith Marans
Martha Mayo and 

Harvey Michaels and 

Julie Craves

Ramsburgh

‡

 
Foundation

Eric and Franziska 

Waterloo Fund

Angela Johnson

John and Anne Mann

Marc and Emily Olson

Waterloo Hunt Club

Moveable Feast Catering

REI, Inc.

Waterloo Area   
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‡

‡

John Fyfe ‡

Judith Heady

Maan Abdulbaki

Judith Mich ‡

‡

‡

Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

Michael Fitzsimmons and Hope Haefner

Legacy Society

‡ deceased
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