
Using your own device with  
Avenza Maps – How To 
 

S:\Stewardship\Monitoring (non site-specific)\How To's\Using your own device with Avenza Maps How 
To.docx 
 

 
Creating a Dropbox account 

1. If you already have a dropbox account AND you know your login information, you can 
skip this part. If not go on to number 2. NOTE: you can have many different shared 
folders in one dropbox account. For example, I have a folder I share with all of you in 
my dropbox, I also have a folder I share with our contractors who do baselines, a 
folder I share with my other email address to transfer photos back and forth from my 
personal computer, and a folder no one has access to but myself. However, you can 
not have dropbox installed on your computer twice. Its better to have different folders 
shared with your different contacts than it is to try to maintain two or five different 
dropbox accounts.  

2. Go to Dropbox.com (this is easiest from your computer) and follow the directions for 
“Sign up for free”. Dropbox is an online folder sharing site. You have the option to 
access your account via a browser, an app you download onto your phone, or a 
download onto your computer. For our purposes you do not need to have dropbox 
installed on your computer or any other device. You only need a login and password.  

3. REMEMBER your login info. 
4. Email Dana (dana@legacylandconservancy.org)  from the email address you are using 

as your login for dropbox to request access to the shared folder. I will share the Photo-
Monitoring folder with you. 

 
Downloading Avenza Maps 

1. Go to Google Play, or your App Store (note this app works on iphones, iOS devices 
and Android phones/devices but does not work for Windows phones) and search for 
Avenza Maps. The icon for the app should look like a blue box with a red push pin in 
the middle. 

2. Download the app for free. Legacy has five Pro subscriptions to this app, so don’t feel 
guilty about using the free version. The first time you use the app it will have a pop up 
asking you to pay, just “x” out. In the free version you will only be able to store three of 
Legacy’s maps at a time, but this should not be an issue. The maps will live in Dropbox 
and you will be able to re-download them any time you need them. 

3. Play with the “Getting Started” tutorial map. Their tutorial is actually really helpful. 
4. Download a Legacy map the same way you would on our tablets EXCEPT you will 

have to connect to dropbox the first time you want to download a map. Go to the add 
a map “button”, select “From Dropbox” and link to your dropbox. The shared Legacy 
folder will be called:  “Photo-Monitoring”. If I have shared it with you, it will appear in 
your folders on your dropbox account. Within the “Photo-monitoring” folder are three 
other folders: “Georef Property Maps” (all the pdf maps you will use for monitoring), 

mailto:dana@legacylandconservancy.org


Using your own device with  
Avenza Maps – How To 
 

S:\Stewardship\Monitoring (non site-specific)\How To's\Using your own device with Avenza Maps How 
To.docx 
 

“Historic kmz for Transfer to Tablets” (where you will go to get last year’s monitoring 
data for reference), “Incoming Monitoring Data” (where you will dump your 
monitoring layers after a site visit). 

5. Download other maps. There are other maps you can download into this program. 
Some are paid and some are free. To look at your options select the ‘add a map’ 
feature and then “From Avenza Map Store”. There are quite a few free background 
maps that you can use to play with the program or use for additional reference when 
you are monitoring a Legacy property. 

6. Transferring data to Legacy. You will do this via Dropbox  the same as you would 
using a Legacy tablet. Just be sure you are sending it to the correct folder! 

 
 

 


